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 part VI. Local Government
 
Mode of
Assessment.
Contribu-
tions from
the Central
 Authority and its area boards are not liable to be rated, but the
authority concerned is liable for an annual payment in lieu of rates
which is divisible among local authorities.
The district councils are the rating authorities for all purposes of
local government. Rating is thus a principal function of the councils
of all boroughs (including county boroughs), urban districts and .
rural districts. County councils address their demands for rates to
meet county expenses to the rating authorities in their areas. In
rural areas these expenses constitute the major part of the total rate.
A valuation list, containing particulars of all interests in land, includ-
ing buildings, within the rating area and the names of the occupiers,
is prepared, not by the rating authority as formerly, but by a valua-
tion officer selected by the Commissioners of Inland Revenue.
Objections may be made to the valuation officer who must revise
the draft list after the period for objections has passed. There is an
appeal to the local valuation court, a tribunal of three drawn from a
local valuation panel, and thence to the Lands Tribunalz or the case
may by agreement be referred to arbitration. The valuation list
remains in force for five years.2 The rating authority levies a rate
to meet the expenses of a fixed period, usually six months, on the
current list. The rate is a uniform amount in the £ on the assessment
of each unit (hereditament) of land and buildings. This is the general
rate for the district and includes the expenses both of the rating
authority itself, of the county council and other precepting authori-
ties. Special rates are leviable on the same basis on separate areas in
rural districts, e.g. where a charge has been incurred under an
adoptive Act, such as for street lighting, which only benefits a par-
ticular part of the district. In urban areas such expenses are in-
cluded in the general rate, since the services are in theory available
for all ratepayers. The water rate is levied separately on a different
basis. Parish councils are restricted as to their normal expenditure
to the proceeds of a fixed rate which must not exceed 8rf. in the £
of rateable value, exclusive of expenditure on powers under adop-
tive Acts but including debt charges. Payment of rates is enforceable
only by summary proceedings before justices of the peace for a
distress warrant.
Before 1930 certain national taxes and the proceeds of certain
licences collected by county and county borough councils were granted
to those bodies out of the local taxation account of the Exchequer.
Various grants were also made for education, for modern health ser-
1	P. 346, post.
2	Hie first valuation list under this procedure is expected to come into force in
1956; formerly valuation was the duty of the rating authority, subject to confir-
nation by a representative local assessment committee. See Local Government
Act, 19481 Part DL, as amended by the New Valuation lists (Postponement)
Act, 1952.

